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MPA Full Text Workshop — Questions Only

The following 10 exercises have been designed to help you become familiar with the features and
benefits of the Music & Performing Arts Online resource.

Exercise One
AIM: Practice performing Quick Searches using Boolean and proximity operators and referring to
‘Search History’ to view previous searches.

TASK: Search all contents for the words jazz and saxophone. Follow this with another search to
find entries in which jazz and saxophone appear no more than 5 words apart. Finally, use
‘Search History’ function to run the first search again.

Exercise Two
AIM: Practice searching for an article using the title and author fields, as well as obtaining the
durable URLSs for a full text record for later use.

TASK: Search for the article Mixing Media in Shakespeare: Animating Tales and Colliding
Modes of Production by Laurie E Osborne.

Exercise Three
AIM: Practice using truncation (*) and the Boolean operator NOT to perform focused searches, as
well as adding selected records to a ‘Marked List’ and downloading citations for those records.

TASK: Search for items containing in the title the words score, scoring, scored, etc., but making
sure that results for scorn are not included. Add results 1, 2, and 10 to the ‘Marked List’ and then
download citations for those items from the ‘Marked List’ area.

Exercise Four
AIM: Practice searching for a phrase and for full-text articles only (excluding reviews), as well as
filtering results by journal.

TASK: Search for full text articles (but not reviews) on B e g gsaQpéra, using the keyword field.
Then view only the results from Opera News.

Exercise Five
AIM: Practice using brackets and the Boolean operator OR, as well as filtering by date.

TASK: Do a keyword search for silent cinema or silent film. Then look only at articles from 2000
onward.
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Exercise Six
AIM: Practice searching by subject and document type.

TASK: Search for favorable book reviews on piano music and pianists.

Exercise Seven
AIM: Practice searching for articles with special features, as well as filtering by name as subject.

TASK: Search for articles (citations and full text) on Citizen Kane that feature photographs. Filter
results to see only those that have been classified as featuring Orson Welles as subject.

Exercise Eight
AIM: Practice browsing for a particular journal.

TASK: Browse the full-text journals only and go to the most recent issue available of Film &
History.

Exercise Nine
AIM: Practice searching for journals.

TASK: Find all journals with the word education in the title and then look only at the ones
published in the United Kingdom.

Exercise Ten
AIM: Practice performing focused searches and emailing full-text items.

TASK: Search for full-text articles that contain the phrase c o mme d i artedaedlate tlassified
as relating to Italy. Then choose of the results and email it to yourself.
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MPA Workshop — Questions and Answers

The following 10 exercises have been designed to assist a new user with becoming familiar with
the features and benefits of the Music & Performing Arts Online resource.

Exercise One
AIM: Practice performing Quick Searches using Boolean and proximity operators and referring to
‘Search History’ to view previous searches.

TASK: Search all contents for the words jazz and saxophone. Follow this with another search to
find entries in which jazz and saxophone appear no more than 5 words apart. Finally, use
‘Search History’ function to run the first search again.

Suggested Solution

¢ Inthe ‘Quick Search’ box on the home page, type in jazz AND saxophone and click ‘GO!’.
Note the large number of results.

« Next, perform another, more focused search (in the ‘Quick Search’ box at the top of the page)
using the proximity operator NEAR instead of AND, setting the proximity at 5 words: jazz
NEAR.5 saxophone.

¢ Click on ‘Search History’ to get an overview of the results from the two searches. Click on
Keyword(s): jazz AND saxophone to run your first search again.

Exercise Two

AIM: Practice searching for an article using the title and author fields, as well as obtaining the
durable URLSs for a full text record for later use.

TASK: Search for the article Mixing Media in Shakespeare: Animating Tales and Colliding
Modes of Production by Laurie E Osborne.

Suggested Solution
e Click ‘Search Articles’ on the home page.

« Type in mixing media Shakespeare in the ‘Article Title’ field (you don’t have to type in the
whole title).

« Type in the author’s surname in the author field and click on ‘select from a list’. Tick the
correct name in the list and press ‘Select’ to paste this name into the search field. Press the
‘Search’ button.

« Once you have found the article, click on ‘Full Text’ to go to the article.
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e Click on the ‘Durable URL’ link to copy the durable URL for this record. Use this URL to share
the article with other users or to access it in the future.

Exercise Three
AIM: Practice using truncation (*) and the Boolean operator NOT to perform focused searches, as
well as adding selected records to a ‘Marked List’ and downloading citations for those records.

TASK: Search for items containing in the title the words score, scoring, scored, etc., but making
sure that results for scorn are not included. Add results 1, 2, and 10 to the ‘Marked List’ and then
download citations for those items from the ‘Marked List’ area.

Suggested Solution
e Click ‘Search Articles’ on the home page.

« In the ‘Atrticle title’ field, use the truncation symbol (*) to find variant forms of the words score
but exclude scorn by using the Boolean operator NOT: scor* NOT scorn. Press ‘Search’.

« Inthe list of results, click on the checkboxes under items 1, 2, and 10 to add the items to your
‘Marked List’.

« To view the ‘Marked List’ you just created, click on the ‘Marked List’ link near the top of the
screen.

« With the three items selected, click on ‘Download’.

« Toward the top of the page you will see a list of download options. For the purposes of this
exercise, pick ‘Download in plain text format’. A file download box will appear. Press ‘Save’
and select a location on your computer to save the file or press ‘Open’ to view the three
citations in plain-text format.

Exercise Four
AIM: Practice searching for a phrase and for full-text articles only (excluding reviews), as well as
filtering results by journal.

TASK: Search for full text articles (but not reviews) on B e g g a0péra, using the keyword field.
Then view only the results from Opera News.

Suggested Solution
o Click ‘Search Articles’ on the home page.
« Type “Beggar 'Qpera "into the keyword field (using quotation marks).

« Above the search fields, put a checkmark next to ‘Full text articles only’ and also next to
‘Exclude reviews'. ‘Press Search’.
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« On the list of results page, click on the plus sign next to ‘Journal’ under ‘Filter Results By’ and
select Opera News. To remove the journal filter, click ‘Remove Filter’.

Exercise Five
AIM: Practice using brackets and the Boolean operator OR, as well as filtering by date.

TASK: Do a keyword search for silent cinema or silent film. Then look only at articles from 2000
onward.

Suggested Solution
e Click ‘Search Articles’ on the home page.
« Inthe ‘Keyword’ field, use brackets to search for silent AND (film OR cinema).

« On the search results page, under ‘Filter Results By’, click on the plus sign next to ‘Date’ and
select 2000 >>.

Exercise Six
AIM: Practice searching by subject and document type.

TASK: Search for favorable book reviews on piano music and pianists.

Suggested Solution
e Click ‘Search Articles’ on the home page.

« Inthe ‘Narrow Subject’ field, type American and click ‘select from a list’ to find suitable
matches. Check the two applicable terms — piano music and pianists — and click ‘Select’ to
paste the terms into the search form. Note that by default the terms are separated by the OR
operator.

« Click on ‘select from a list’ link next to the ‘Document Type’ field. Scroll down the list and click
on ‘Book Review — Favorable’, then click ‘Select’.

e Press ‘Search’.

Exercise Seven
AIM: Practice searching for articles with special features, as well as filtering by name as subject.

TASK: Search for articles (citations and full text) on Citizen Kane that feature photographs. Filter
results to see only those that have been classified as featuring Orson Welles as subject.

Suggested Solution
¢ Inthe ‘Keyword’ field, typein“® Ci t i zen Kane”’
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¢ Under Special Features, check ‘Photographs’.
e Press ‘Search’.

« Onthe results page, under ‘Filter Results By’, click on the plus sign next to ‘Name as Subject’
and select ‘Welles, Orson’.

Exercise Eight
AIM: Practice browsing for a particular journal.

TASK: Browse the full-text journals only and go to the most recent issue available of Film &
History.

Suggested Solution

« On the home page, click on ‘Browse Journals’.

e Choose ‘Full text journals only’.

e Select F for Film & History and click on journal title to view the journal record.

« Onthe journal record page, scroll down to the list of issues. Click on the plus sign next to the
most recent issue available to expand the view and browse through the articles.

Exercise Nine
AIM: Practice searching for journals.

TASK: Find all journals with the word education in the title and then look only at the ones
published in the United Kingdom.

Suggested Solution
« On the home page, click ‘Search Journals’'.
« Type education in the title field and press ‘Search’.

o Tofilter out all results except those from the UK, click on the plus sign next to ‘Country of
publication’ under ‘Filter Results By’ and select ‘United Kingdom’.

Exercise Ten
AIM: Practice performing focused searches and emailing full-text items.

TASK: Search for full-text articles that contain the phrase c o mme d i artedardlate tlassified
as relating to Italy. Then choose of the results and email it to yourself.

Suggested Solution
« On the home page, click ‘Search Articles’.
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Choose ‘Full text articles only’.
Typein“ ¢ o mme d i ate”dneHe IKéyword' field and then press ‘Search’.

On the results page, under ‘Filter Results By’, click on the plus sign next to ‘Location’ and
select ‘Italy’.

Scroll down the list and pick one of the results. Click on the ‘Full Text’ link for that article to go
to the full text.

On the full text record page, click on the ‘Email’ link on the right-hand side.

Type in your name and your email address as required. Under ‘Format’, choose ‘Full Text’ or
‘Full Text — PDF’ to email the full text of the article to yourself. Then select the format in which
you prefer to receive email (plain text or HTML) and click ‘Send Email’. The item will arrive in

your inbox shortly.



